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Kwakiutl BanD Council
                                  99 TSAKIS WAY, FORT RUPERT RESERVE
P.O. BOX 1440, PORT HARDY, B.C. VON-2PO

TEL: (250) 949-6012     FAX: (250)949-6066

November 24, 2008

To Cluxewe Watershed Fish Sustainability Group participants:

This letter has been written to provide an update to members of the Cluxewe Watershed Fish Sustainability Group.  Our last group meeting took place on July 30, 2008 at the Cluxewe Resort.  At that time we discussed happenings that occurred in the watershed over the winter and spring as well as the projects that were planned for the summer and fall.  We have not met since that time as a result of member’s schedules and band resources.  Kwakiutl Fisheries, however, would like to move forward with watershed works and plan to meet with the group in January or February 2009.

Over the past couple of months activities in the watershed have included enhancement, stream fertilization and water analysis, the collection of flow data, and the monitoring of salmon redds.   The Northern Vancouver Island Salmonid Enhancement Association (NVISEA) conducted broodstock collection and an enumeration swim with the assistance of Kwakiutl Fisheries.  Enhancement efforts included the assessment of pink salmon and the ongoing collection of coho salmon broodstock.  Due to low returns, pink salmon were not collected for broodstock and enhancement efforts will not occur this year.    

Additionally, during spawning season this year, Karl Wilson (DFO) identified redd sites and flagged them in the field.  These areas of egg deposition will be re-visited to check egg survival rates.  Hydraulic sampling has occurred for several years, but the addition of the redd location data, will allow for more conclusive results.  If poor survival data is observed again, more thorough investigations into potential spawning channel locations will be pursued.

Stream fertilization and resultant water sampling was conducted over the summer.  With FIA funding from Western Forest Products, BCCF once again placed Pollock logs in the stream.  Kwakiutl Fisheries conducted water sampling to monitor stream productivity.  Electrofishing surveys of index sites are planned for the spring of 2009 in order to monitor the abundance and biomass of juvenile fish, especially rainbow trout.

Preliminary estimates from the experienced hatchery staff identify that the pink salmon return to Cluxewe this year was poor.  2008 was an on-cycle year for pink salmon, with the large component of the run expected to return to spawn.  The estimates, however, were approximately 1500 fish.  This decline was seen region-wide, it was not just isolated to the Cluxewe.  Enumeration of coho is on-going, but at this time the returns appear to be average.  

This group has also been discussing the need to involve a hydrologist in the planning process.  There are several instream restoration projects that have been proposed, but hesitations regarding river stability have stalemated any progression.  Western Forest Products has offered to have Glynnis Horel attend an upcoming meeting.  Hopefully, we will all get to meet Glynnis soon and hear her perspective on the Cluxewe River.

As for funding prospects for 2009, Kwakiutl continues to pursue funding opportunities on behalf of the group.  Proposals are currently out to conduct juvenile sampling during the spring outmigration, to continue with the coordination and management of this round table group, and to further riparian restoration efforts in the watershed.  Any successes will be relayed to the group. 

This is a difficult time of year to schedule meetings, so we are proposing to meet at the beginning of February.  Please respond to me regarding your availability for the first week of February (Feb 2 – 6).  We appreciate your ongoing support and welcome any feedback or input into the process or any planned projects.

Sincerely,

Chrissy Chen

Fisheries Coordinator

